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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the subject compound useful as a 
synthetic raw material for various pharmaceuticals with 
easy operation under mild condition suitable for mass- 
synthesis by using a new compound as a starting 
substance and decarbonating the compound under acidic 
condition. 

CONSTITUTION: The objective compound of formula II 
is produced by decarbonating a compound of formula I 
(R1 is a lower alkyl) under acidic condition preferably at 
50-100° C: Dilute sulfuric acid is preferably used for 
keeping the acidic condition. The compound of formula I 
is new compound and is e.g. 4-oxo-4H- pyran-3,5- 
dicarboxylic acid dimethyl ester. The starting compound 
of formula I is preferably produced by reacting an 
acetonedicarboxylic acid dialkyl ester of formula III with 
an N,N-dialkylformamide dialkyl acetal of formula IV in a 
solvent such as benzene and hydrolyzing the product in 
the presence of phosphoric acid to effect the cyclization 
of the compound. 
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